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A MEETING, under the auspices of the 
Unitarian Sunday-school Society, was held 
in King’s Chapel, on Thursday afternoon, 
May 28. <A large audience was in attend- 
ance. The devotional exercises were con- 
ducted by Rev. J. H. Wiggin. 

The President, William H. Baldwin, 
Esq., said a:few words of welcome, and 
announced as the first topic for discussion: 
The Qualifications and Duties of Sunday- 
school Officers. 

Rev. J. T. Sunderland, of Northfield, 
opened the discussion by reading a very 
interesting and valuable paper. The quali- 
fications he demanded were : first, sympathy 
with child-nature and child-life; second, 
general intelligence; third, special | intelli- 
gence; and, fourth, belief in the work pro- 
posed to be done in the Sunday school. 

Mr. Sunderland held up a high standard, 
but he demanded nothing that was imprac- 
ticable. He believed in the superintendent’s 
fitting himself fully for the special work he 
has undertaken. That amount of effort 
must be put forth which is necessary to 
insure success. He would have the pastor 
interested in the Sunday school, giving his 
frequent presence and word of counsel, and 
taking part in the teachers’ meetings; but 
only in rare cases would have him superin- 
tendent of the school. He recognized him 
as the pastor of the Sunday school as of 
the parish, and as first to be named in 
official connection with it. But, in teachers’ 
meetings, he thought it better that the 
superintendent should preside. 

The superintendent should always be in 
his place, familiar with the work of the 


school, acquainted with each teacher and 
class, and uninfluenced by social and per- 
sonal considerations in his arrangements. 
For librarian, Mr. Sunderland demanded a 
person of good judgment in regard to books. 
He attached more importance to the duties 
of this officer than is done in most cases. 
He would have him acquainted with the 
books and with the scholars, that he might 
help the latter to books suitable for them 
to read. 

All who were at work in the Sunday-school 
Mr. Sunderland would have believe in the 
moral and religious culture aimed at in 
the school, and in the methods there 
adopted. Faithlessness is too contagious 
to be allowed in the Sunday school. 

Mr. Moses Gragg, of Brookline, in allu- 
sion to the essayist’s remark that the 
officers should be in sympathy with child- 
life, thought it was no matter how old a 
man is, if he only has a young heart. 

George B. Emerson, of Boston, well 
known from the part he has taken in edu- 
cational affairs, spoke a few minutes in 
regard to the employment of young ladies 
as teachers. He thought them better fitted 
by nature for teaching than men. He 
thought it necessary that teachers should 
be in love with their work, that they should 
get near to God through nearness to God’s 
Christ. They must through their love gain 
the affections of the children. 

Rev. J. H. Wiggin thought the officers 
of a school—even the minor officers — 
were of more importance than was gener- 
ally thought. He spoke of a new office he 
had lately established in his school, —the 
appointment of a person to take charge of 
the Bibles, service-books, &c., of the school, 
and see to their distribution at the com- 
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mencement of the school, and collection at 
the close. 

Rev. J. H. Temple thought the pastor 
should conduct the teachers’ meetings rather 
than the superintendent. This he would do 
in the same manner that a professor would 
take charge of and instruct his class. 

Rey. A. B. Muzzey thought the pastor 
should be the virtual head of the Sunday 
school. He knew that the school sometimes 
languishes for want of the sympathy and co- 
operation of the minister. He spoke also of 
the importance of making a wise selection 
of library books, and commended the work 
of the Ladies’ Commission. More than 
seventy-five per cent of the books sent them 
for examination are rejected. 

Rev. C. Nightingale, of Groton, alluded to 
Elder Knapp’s three requisites in a preacher : 
he must want to preach, must be able to 
preach, and able to get people to hear 
him. So it must be, he thought, with the 
teacher. He must want to teach, be able 
to teach, and able to interest his scholars. 
The qualifications, he thought, came from 
God. 

The President announced that the time 
for the second topic had arrived. After a 
hymn had been sung, Rev. A. G. Jennings, 
of South Hingham, read a paper upon the 
question: By what Authority shall the Course 
of Study in the Sunday School be estab- 
lished 2 

Every Sunday school should have its own 
course of study. No lessons prepared by 
others can be so effective as those prepared 
by those concerned in the school that is to 
use them. This course he would have de- 
cided upon mainly by the pastor. What it 
shall be must depend upon the circumstances 
of the school. He maintained that the care 
of the Sunday school should be considered 
by the pastor his first and most important 
duty. 

His method would be to take the Bible 
and mark out in it a course of study. Then 
he would have teachers’ meetings, where the 
lessons should be considered. ‘She teachers 
would learn what is to be taught, and in 
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what manner it is to be taught; and what 
they had worked out or learned in the 
teachers’ meetings they would carry to 
their classes. 

Mr. Jennings seemed to be very decided 
in favor of a special course of study for each 
school, to be marked out mainly by the 
pastor, and worked out by him and the 
teachers together. The essay was well 
written, and worthy the attention it re- 
ceived. 

Rev. J. B. Green, of Chelsea, thought 
there would be the same objection to a 
course prepared by the minister as to the 
lessons prepared by some one outside of 
the school. The responsibility would be 
taken from the teachers as much in one case 
as the other. In allusion to the ‘* Lessons” 
issued by the Society, he thought it was a 
great mistake to suppose that they did the 
work for the teacher. They require much 
study on the part of teachers; and the more 
they are studied, the more will teachers find 
to be in them. Mr. Green thought Mr. 
Nightingale’s remarks would have a ten- 
dency to discourage teachers. The ques- 
tion in most schools is, not what teachers 
we will have, but what teachers can we get. 
He believed in doing the best he could with 
what material he could find. He wanted 
the religious spirit to be in teachers. Let 
them have that, and they will teach re- 
ligion. 

Rev. W. H. Savory, of Canton, thought 
the importance of Sunday-school work 
should be magnified. Notwithstanding all 
our machinery, there is a complaint that 
our schools are lifeless. We should feel a 
greater responsibility in regard to them. 
We should study and labor to bring more 
from them. 

Rev. C. B. Ferry called upon Mrs. 
Edwin Thayer, who had had much Sunday- 
school experience, to speak upon the ques- 
tion. 

Mrs. Thayer rose, and spoke briefly, to 
the effect that the love of children that had 
been alluded to was essential, but there 
must be a love of the highest truth. The 
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lesson must be adapted to the children’s 
wants, and must be studied. 

Mrs. M. L. Bennett, beifig called upon, 
excused herself, saying only a word or two 
in reference to the importance of heeding 
the injunction of the Saviour, ‘‘ Feed my 
lambs !” 

W.N. Evans, Esq., of Montreal, at the 
invitation of the President, next arose. 
He spoke of his quarter of a century’s 
experience in England and in Canada, and 
alluded to the particular work accomplished 
in the Montreal school. He thought some 
of the speakers demanded too much of the 
He thought it was not possible 
for the minister of a large parish to do so 
much for the Sunday school as had been 
proposed in addition to his other duties. 
In alluding to the difficulty of obtaining 
teachers who can give the requisite time to 
the work of the Sunday-school, he thought 
that it would soon be necessary to have 
paid teachers. In every large parish there 
ought to be some one to devote his whole 
time to the interests of the young. 

Rey. A. R. Kennedy, of Toronto, thought 
there was a difficulty in regard to teaching 
the Old Testament. The scholars asked 
questions it was hard to answer. He did 
not like to uproot the reverence they had 
for the Bible. 

Rev. I. F. Waterhouse spoke of the 
good results that came from the use of 
lesson-papers. He was afraid timid teach- 
ers would be driven back by Brother 
Nightingale’s remarks. 

Rev. Mr. Nightingale thought there was 
no need of any one’s being discouraged. 
Iie had spoken of the necessity of love, 
and through love all work becomes easy. 

Mr. Kneeland was sorry that the discus- 
sion had drifted away from the question. 
The course of study alluded to in that was 
one for the individual school. No one would 
think that there was any authority any- 
where for laying down a course of study 
for all Unitarian Sunday schools. His 
own idea is, that in every school there 
should be some system. He did not be- 


minister. 
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lieve that leaving each teacher to follow 
entirely his own course was, on the whole, 
the best for the school. He would say, 
let the pastor, superintendent, and teach- 
ers come together and consider what, in 
the peculiar circumstances of the school, 
had better be attempted in it. Let them 
agree upon something, and then let all work 
in the line marked out. Of course, in most 
cases, the minister will be the directing 
mind. 

After singing the doxology, the meeting 
adjourned. 


LESSON XXXVI. 
OPINIONS CONCERNING JESUS. 


1. Jesus at Bethsaida. The conversa- 
tion that made the subject of the last lesson 
took place in the boat in which Jesus and 
his disciples were crossing the lake from 
Capernaum, or immediately after landing. 
He went with his disciples to Bethsaida. 
This city was not the Bethsaida of Galilee, 
but of Gaulonitis, afterwards, from the 
daughter of the emperor, called Bethsaida 
Julias. Josephus describes the situation 
of the town as in lower. Gaulonitis, just 
above the entrance of the Jordan into the 
lake. The Jordan and the lake formed the 
eastern boundary of Galilee. 

At Bethsaida, as it is recorded, a blind 
man was restored to sight under peculiar 
circumstances. Jesus leads him out of the 
town, away from the crowd; makes use of 
means to effect the cure ; and finally enjoins 
silence. Just what this account in every 
particular may mean is not apparent. But 
it warrants the conclusion that Jesus was 
endeavoring to escape public notoriety. 
He had declared the kingdom of God 
throughout Galilee, and would not now be 
diverted from his purpose of instructing 
his disciples in the nature of that kingdom, 
and preparing them to open it to the world. 

Whether Jesus passed on from Bethsaida 
to Cesarea Philippi, at this time, or first 
made other journeys, is uncertain. But 
circumstances seem to favor the idea that, 
soon after the cure of the blind man, he 
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left Bethsaida, making this northward jour- 
ney to escape the multitude. 

2. Cesarea Philippi. This was an an- 
cient city, originally bearing the name of 
Paneas. Cesar Augustus bestowed the 
province of Paneas upon Herod the Great. 
Herod built in the city a splendid temple of 
white marble in honor of his imperial 
master. Later, this province was included 
in the tetrarchy of Philip. He enlarged 
and beautified the city, calling it Cesarea, 
after the emperor Tiberius Cesar. That 
it might be distinguished from the Cesarea 
on the Mediterranean coast, Philippi (of 
Philip) was added to its name. The city 
is built on a terrace of limestone, in a val- 
ley at the base of one of the mountains of 
the Hermon group. 

8. Mount Hermon. A few words in regard 
to this mountain may be admissible. The 
geographical part of a lesson is important 
as helping to the understanding of what 
may have occurred, increasing the vividness 
of the impression made, or aiding the 
memory through the power of association. 
It should not, however, be dwelt upon to 
the exclusion of more important points in 
the lesson. 

Mount Hermon is really a cluster of 
mountains, though at a distance it seems 
but one. Its highest peak is a little over 
9,000 feet above the level of the sea. In 
the winter the upper part of the mountain 
is covered with snow. This gradually dis- 
appears in the summer, except from its 
very summit. The mountain is on the 
northern border of the Holy Land, and is 
seen from high places throughout Palestine, 
The sources of the Jordan are at its base, 
the snows of its summit feeding constantly 
and copiously the fountains from which the 
streams of the Jordan issue. It was near 
one of these fountains that Cesarea Philippi 
was situated. We do not know that Jesus 
entered this city ; but it is in its vicinity we 
shall be called upon to imagine bim, and, 
no doubt, from time to time ascending the 
slopes of Hermon for the solitude he often 
craved. 
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4. Conversation on the Way. It was 
as he and his disciples were travelling leis- 
urely along, or when stopping to rest, that 
Jesus questioned them in regard to men’s 
opinions of himself. We do not know what 
led to this question. It was not, probably, 
asked as abruptly as appears in the record. 
The conversation had most likely turned 
upon himself, and he was disposed to im- 
prove the opportunity to remove false im- 
pressions from the minds of the disciples. 
The answers, of course, refer to those men 
whose imaginations had been excited in 
regard to Jesus, and who in some way 
believed in him. The opinions of his ene- 
mies were not alluded to. 

5. John the Baptist. It may seem 
strange that any should have considered 
Jesus to be John the Baptist. There must 
have been persons who were unfamiliar 
with the history of the two persons, and 
took Jesus to be the John who came two 
years before preaching in the wilderness ; 
or, like Herod, may have thought that the 
beheaded John may have come back to 
life. Prof. Norton, however, thinks there 
was not this confusion of persons ; but that 
the phrase was used figuratively, implying 
that Jesus was another John the Baptist. 
He was not, therefore, regarded as bring- 
ing the kingdom of God, but as proclaiming 
its coming. The Messiah was yet to be 
looked for. 

6. Elijah. The story of Elijah is one of 
the most interesting of the accounts of the 
prophets in the Old Testament. Nothing 
is known of his history, excepting what is 
given of his prophetic career. He was one 
of the prophets of Israel during a portion 
of each of the reigns of Ahab and Ahaziah. 
His first appearance was about B.c. 910, 
and his disappearance about fifteen years 
afterwards. What is told of him may be 
found in 1 Kings xvii., xvill., xix., xxl.5 
2 Kings i., ii. It was a general belief 
among the Jews that Elijah was to re- 
appear to announce the coming of the 
Messiah, in accordance with the prophecy 
of Malachi: — 
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Lo! I will send you Elijah the prophet, 
Before the day of Jehovah come, _ 
The great and terrible day.” 

As Elijah had not before appeared, there 
were some who thought Jesus must be he, 
therefore looking upon him as the messen- 
ger sent to announce the coming of the 
Messiah. ; 

7. Jeremiah. What is known of this 
prophet comes mostly from his writings. 
The Book of Jeremiah and Lamentations 
are considered as his productions. He 
commenced his prophetic career in the 
thirteenth year of Josiah’s reign, B.C. 629, 
and continued his work as prophet and 
reformer to the end of the kingdom of 
Judah. After the conquest of Jerusalem 
by Nebuchadnezzar, Jeremiah chose to re- 
main behind with that body of Jews who 
were left. Subsequently he was forced to 
go into Egypt with them. Of his subse- 
quent history nothing is known. 


“Tt was also contained in the same writing, 
that the prophet, being warned of God, com- 
manded the tabernacle and the ark to go with 
him, as he went forth into the mountain, where 
Moses climbed up, and saw the heritage of God. 

“And when Jeremy came thither, he found an 
hollow cave, wherein he laid the tabernacle and 
the ark and the altar of incense, and so stopped 
the door. 

“ And some of those that followed him came to 
mark the way, but they could not find it. 

“Which, when Jeremy perceived, he blamed 
them, saying, As for that place, it shall be un- 
known until the time that God gather his people 
again together, and receive them unto mercy. 

“Then shall the Lord show them these things, 
and the glory of the Lord shall appear, and the 
cloud also, as it was shown under Moses, and as 
when Solomon desired that the place might be 
honorably sanctified.” 2 Maccabees ii. 4-8. 


There was a belief among the Jews that 
Jeremiah would come and restore the sa- 
cred things thus hid. Hence it was that 
some looked upon Jesus as Jeremiah. 

8. Or one of the Prophets. It was thought, 
also, that the coming of the Messiah might 
be heralded by the reappearance of others 
of the prophets. There were some people, 


therefore, who spoke in a more indefinite 
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way, regarding Jesus as simply one of the 
old prophets. Possibly the words may be 
taken in a figurative sense, denoting that 
Jesus was like one of the old prophets. 

It will be seen that the opinions expressed 
agree in recognizing Jesus as in some way 
the forerunner of the Messiah, the messen- 
ger who was to precede the establishment 
of the new kingdom. 

9. Peters Confession. When Jesus put 
the question to the disciples, Peter answered 
with great promptness and emphasis in 
words that meant that Jesus was himself 
the Messiah. He was the Anointed, the 
son of that God the Jews worshipped, — 
living, in contradistinction to the dead, or 
false, gods of other nations. 

There can be no doubt that Peter at the 

time was thoroughly convinced of the truth 
of his words. His-constant intercourse 
with Jesus, the power exerted upon him 
by the spirit that Jesus manifested, had 
quickened his spiritual apprehension. Still, 
Peter had enjoyed but a glimpse into the 
kingdom of God. His idea of that kingdom 
was incorrect; and afterwards, when things 
went so different from what he expected, 
his faith was shaken; but he had recog- 
nized the divine mission of Jesus. There 
was a dawning of spiritual light in his soul. 
This Jesus saw. Not from men had Peter 
learned the truth he uttered. That which 
is of the spirit is apprehended through the 
spirit. ; 
That this answer gave pleasure to Jesus 
is quite clear; and this was because of the 
fact that Peter had come to this conclusion 
of himself. The way was now open for the 
full coming of the kingdom of God into his 
consciousness and life. 

How far the disciples shared the faith of 
Peter does not appear. Probably some of 
them were astonished at the answer, espe- 
cially as Jesus did not disclaim the title 
applied to him. No wonder they did not 
speak. We can conceive the truth as lying 
even more deeply in the soul of John than 
in that of the impulsive and outspoken 
Peter. 
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LESSON XXXVII. 
THE REPLY OF JESUS TO PETER. 


1. The Occasion. Let the circumstances 
attending the confession of Peter’s faith, as 
brought out in the last lesson, be recalled. 
If we conceive this conversation to have 
commenced as Jesus and his companions 
were walking along, the deep import of 
what had been said would have caused 
them to stop, and the disciples to gather 
about Jesus. It may have been that they 
were not far from Cesarea, the Temple of 
Augustus on the limestone terrace, already 
in sight, suggesting, as Stanley has inti- 
mated, the words that were addressed to 
Peter. As Peter had been the first to 
speak in reply to the question put to the 
disciples, it was natural that the response 
of Jesus should be directed to him. His 
name, also, was suggestive of the thought 
to be uttered. 

2. The Church. The three different ideas 
connected with the word ‘‘ church” are men- 
tioned in the lesson-paper. But what did 
Jesus mean by it? ‘That which is natural 
comes into human consciousness before that 
which is spiritual. Jesus undoubtedly spoke 
in the large, spiritual sense of the word, in- 
cluding also in it the idea of an organized 
society of believers. The disciples at that 
time would naturally think of a visible 
church or kingdom. A wider experience 
and a higher spiritual outlook were neces- 
sary to bring out the distinction between 
the church visible and the church spiritual. 

Take the word, then, first in its natural 
sense, as denoting the visible kingdom of 
God for which the disciples were looking. 
Peter, because he had announced, first of 
all, his faith in Jesus as the King sent from 
heaven, was the first to enter the visible 
kingdom. As others came to the same 
conclusion that Peter did, and made the 


- same confession, they would join him in 


that kingdom. 

But in the spiritual sense the Church of 
Christ consists of all who have that faith in 
him which brings them into a certain spir- 


itual condition. Being in that church is 
not being inside a visible organization, but 
having the spirit that was in Christ, follow- 
ing him in his supreme love of God, and 
his entire devotion to the service of men. 
Entering the spiritual church is coming into | 
the Christ-spirit, coming under the dominion 
of truth, holiness, love. 

8. The Rock. Of the church visible, — 
that is, the society of believers in Jesus, 
— Peter may be considered the foundation- 
stone upon which it is built. The metaphor 
is in considering the church as a building ; 
and, in carrying out the metaphor, Peter 
is the first stone laid. 

But the spiritual church is not built upon 
Peter, but upon the truth that had been 
divinely revealed to him. That, therefore, 
is the rock, the spiritual foundation, upon 
which the Christian Church stands. And 
hence it is, in the words of Paul, that Jesus 
Christ himself becomes ‘‘ the chief corner- 
stone.” 

4. The Gates of Hades. This word is 
translated ‘‘ hell” in some places in our 
Bibles, and in other places ‘‘ grave.” It 
has no meaning like that we associate with 
‘« hell,” and never should be so translated. 
‘‘Grave” is not so objectionable a trans- 
lation, but does not express the full mean- 
ing of the original term. The Hebrews, 
and also other ancient peoples, thought the 
dead passed into a subterranean region. 
This abode of the dead the Hebrews called 
Hades. Jacob said, ‘* I will go down into 
Hades unto my son mourning.” He sup- 
posed that Joseph was dead, had gone 
down into Hades, and he would join him 
there. There was-no distinction: good 
and bad alike went down into Hades. 
Some of our recent translators have fol- 
lowed the Germans in using the term 
‘* under-world.” 

‘«The gates of Hades” is, then, a meta- 
phorical expression for the entrance into 
the abode of the dead. To die was to the 
Hebrews to pass the gates of Hades. 

The ancient cities were surrounded with 


walls. The gates were strongly defended. 
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Business was transacted in the gates, and 
the king or ruler decided causes there. So 
gate came to denote, in figure, the power 
or ruler of a city. The government of 
Turkey is called ‘*The Sublime Porte; v 
that is, the lofty gate. Therefore the 
assertion of Jesus was that the powers of 
the under-world should never succeed against 
his church. That should live for ever. 

5. The Keys. The key was an emblem 
of authority. To bestow the keys upon 


any one was to give power to him. To} 


hold the keys of the kingdom of heaven was 
to have the power of giving admission into 
heaven. The keys of the spiritual heaven 
were the truths that Jesus proclaimed. 
The apostles were to be the authoritative 
teachers of that truth. No arbitrary power 
was given to them to let in or to bar out. 
But, with the truth they had learned from 
their Master, they were to open heaven to 
all who would enter therein. 

6. To Bind and to Loose. As the Jew- 
ish doctors by their expositions of the law 
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bound heavy burdens upon men’s shoulders, 
or loosed men from the just requirements 
of the law, the apostles were to have all 
authority in expounding the law of Christ’s 
kingdom. Nor was any arbitrary power 
given them in this. Their authority was to 
be in the fact that they were to possess the 
mind of Christ. Possessing divine truth, 
they would proceed in accordance with 
divine law; and thus what they allowed on 
earth would be allowed in heaven. 

7. The Metaphor. Christ, in speaking 
to Peter and the other apostles, conceived 
of his church or kingdom under the simili- 
tude of a temple; of the recognition of 
himself as a divine teacher the foundation- 
stone upon which it was to be erected ; of 
the truths he taught as the keys that were 
to give entrance into it; of the disciples as 
the possessors of these truths, the holders 
of the keys; and as, having his mind and 
spirit, proceeding in conformity to heavenly 
jaw in proclaiming the requirements of his 
gospel. 


MATTHEW. 


And after six days Jesus taketh with 
him Peter, and James, and John his 
brother, and leadeth them up into a 
high mountain apart. And he was 
transtigured before them, and his 
face shone as the sun; and his gar- 
ments became white as the light. 
And lo! there appeared to them 
Moses and Elijah, talking with him. 
And Peter answering said to Jesus, 
Lord, it is good for us to be here ; if 
thou wilt, I will make here three 
tents; one for thee, and one for 
Moses, and one for Elijah, While 
he was yet speaking, lo! a bright 
cloud overshadowed them ; and lo! a 
yoice outof the cloud, saying, ‘* This 
is my beloved Son, with whom I am 
well pleased; hear him,” And the 
disciples hearing it, fell on their 
face, and were exceedingly afraid. 
And Jesus came and touched them, 
and said, Arise, and be not afraid. 
And lifting up their eyes, they saw 
no one but Jesusonly. And as they 
came down from the mountain, Jesus 
charged them, saying, Tell what hath 
been seen to no one, until the Son of 
man hath risen from the dead. 
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THE TRANSFIGURATION. 
MARK. 


And after six days Jesus taketh with 
him Peter, and James, and John, and 
leadeth them up into a high moun- 
tain apart by themselves; and he 
was transfigured before them. And 
his garments became glistening, very 
white, so as no fuller on earth can 
whiten. And there appeared to 
them Elijah with Moses; and they 
were talking with Jesus. And Peter 
answering saith to Jesus, Rabbi, itis 
good for us to be here; and let us 
make three tents, one for thee, and 
one for Moses, and one for Elijah. 
For he knew not what to answer ; 
for they were struck with terror. 
And there came a cloud overshadow- 
ing them; and a voice came out of 
the cloud, This is my beloved Son ; 
hear him, And suddenly looking 
round, they no longer saw any one 
but Jesus alone with themselves. 
And as they came down from the 
mountain, he charged them to give 
no account of what they had seen to 
any one, till the Son of man should 
have risen from the dead. 
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And it came to pass about eight 
days after this discourse, that he 
took with him Peter and John and 
James, and went up into the moun- 
tain to pray. And while he was 
praying, the appearance of his 
countenance was changed, and his 
raiment became white and glisten- 
ing. And lo! two men were talking 
with him, who were Moses and 
Plijah ; who appeared in glory, and 
spoke of his departure which he was 
about to fulfil in Jerusalem. But 
Peter and those who were with him 
were weighed down with sleep. But 
when they awoke, they saw his 
glory, and the two men that stood 
with him, And it came to pass as 
they were parting from him, that 
Peter said to Jesus, Master, it is. 
good for us to be here; and let us 
make three tents, one for thee, and 
one for Moses, and one for Elijah ; — 
not knowing what he said. But as 
he was saying this, there came a 
cloud and overshadowed them ; and 
they weré afraid as they entered the 
cloud. And there came a voice out 
of the cloud, saying, ‘‘ This is my 


| chosen Son ; hear him.’’ And when 


the yoice had come, Jesus was found 
alone. And they kept it secret, and 
told no one in those days anything of 
what they had seen. 
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1. The Six Days. Luke says eight days. 
He probably included the days on which 
the events occurred, while the other evan- 
gelists counted only the intervening days. 
What was done on those days is not 
known. If, as some suppose, the mountain 
referred to was Mount Tabor, or, as others 
suppose, some mountain on the east of the 
lake, Jesus must have journeyed south- 
ward. But the probability is that he 
remained in the vicinity of Cesarea, in- 
structing his disciples. It must be kept in 
mind that Jesus was not then endeavoring 
to awaken the interest of the people. He 
shunned the crowd. When his healing 
power was called into exercise, he de- 
manded silence in regard to himself. He 
was a teacher travelling about the country 
with his scholars, and seeking there places 
where he could instruct them with the 
fewest interruptions. A change for some 
reason or other had taken place in his 
method of work. This will be more par- 
ticularly noticed, with the apparent reason 
therefor, in the first lesson of next month. 
Wherever the intervening days were spent, 
we may be sure that no day passed without 
one or more of these instructive conversa- 
tions, of which the Gospels give us such 
beautiful specimens. 

2. The Locality. The differences of 
opinion in regard to the locality of the 
scene described in the present lesson has 
been alluded to. But, as Jesus six days 
before was certainly near Mount Hermon, 
as there is no intimation of his departure 
from that vicinity, and as the peaks of Her- 
mon, of all the mountains of Palestine, have 
the best claim to be described as ‘‘ high,” 
it seems more than probable that one of 
the Hermon peaks must have been the 
mountain referred to. 

3. The Ascent with the Three Disciples. 
Six days before, Peter had announced his 
strong conviction that Jesus was the Mes- 
siah. In that he only put in words what 
was in the minds of others of the disciples. 
There can be no doubt that their Messianic 
ideas were essentially Jewish. The aim of 
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Jesus, in the talks that followed, was doubt- 
less to eradicate the idea of a Messiah rul- 
ing in great earthly pomp and splendor, 
and familiarize them with the thought of a 
Messiah who through physical suffering and 
death, through the entire sacrifice of him- 
self to the good of men, should establish a 
spiritual kingdom. How difficult a work 
it was the subsequent history of the dis- 
ciples proves. 

There is no difficulty in conceiving that 
during the six days the Messiahship of 
Jesus had been the great subject of thought 
and conversation among the disciples. And 
it is just what we might suppose would hap- 
pen, that Peter, James, and John would 
enter more into the thought of the Master 
than the others, and through an intenser 
personal attachment and deeper faith be 
more ready to receive what he would fur- 
ther reveal. 

With these, then, an inner circle of 
friends, he withdrew from the rest into the 
solitude of a mountain, to make to them 
profounder disclosures of spiritual truth. 
They ascended the wooded slope of one of 
the lower peaks of Hermon, perhaps to its 
summit. As they faced the south, a vast 
prospect was extended before them; as 
they turned to the north, the white top of 
Hermon rose into the silent sky. It was a 
magnificent outlook; but not for that had 
they ascended. Still, the situation was 
not without its influence in preparing the 
favored three for a wider spiritual outlook. 
We may suppose that they ascended the 
mountain quite early in the day, and had a 
few hours for conversation before night 
came on. 

4. The Conversation. 'This undoubtedly 
had reference to the great question that 
was agitating their minds. The Jews had 
gained their ideas of the Messianic reign 
less from the teachings of the Law and the 
Prophets than from the expounders of 
them. Jesus carried the minds of the dis- 
ciples back to Moses himself, and showed 
the spiritual intent of the Law, as revealed 
in the first and great command. He led 


THE TEACHERS GUIDE. 


them to understand Moses as they never 
had before. The prophetic visions were 
explained to them. They began to see 
with the eyes of the prophets, and get 
glimpses of the glory of the spiritual king- 
dom of the Messiah. We can conceive 
how he talked very fully to them of the 
fate that he felt he was going forth to meet, 
and showed them how this was in fulfil- 
ment of the Law and the Prophecy. Moses, 
the great lawgiver; Elijah, the reformer, 
the guardian of the Law, the most prom- 
inent in the line of the prophets, were 
brought vividly before them. Law and 
prophecy, which had been hidden behind 
Rabbinical glosses and teachings, appeared 
in their true beauty, and were luminous 
with spiritual light. 

It cannot be expected that the young 
will be able to realize, in any great degree, 
the exaltation of feeling, the spiritual 
ecstasy, which such close and high com- 
raunion with Jesus must have produced in 
the disciples. Yet they will appreciate 
something in regard to it; and such an 
appreciation is necessary to an understand- 
ing of this transfiguration scene. 

5. The Scene. The three different ac- 
counts contained in the Gospels, as trans- 
lated by Dr. Noyes, are given above. 

Taking these three accounts together, the 
story we should make from them would be 
something like this: The day had worn 
away, and probably some portion of the 
night, in conversation. The disciples, as 
was natural after the toils of the day and 
the long-continued mental excitement, be- 
came wearied. ‘They fell asleep. Jesus 
engaged in prayer. Something caused the 
disciples suddenly to awake. ‘They saw 
Jesus shining as the light. Even his gar- 
ments were luminous. Two men were 
talking with him; they also presenting a 
glorious appearance. Peter immediately 
spoke, and asked that they should make 
three tents, one for each. But a luminous 
cloud gathered about them, and a voice 
issued from the cloud. Immediately all 
that was wonderful vanished, and Jesus 
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was seen alone. The disciples were afraid, 
and fell upon their faces. Jesus went to 
them, reassuring them. They looked up, 
seeing only Jesus; and all was as before. 

It must be noticed that this all passed 
very quickly. Peter spoke before he was 
scarcely awake. The cloud came while he 
was speaking. The voice from the cloud 
ceased, and they were suddenly alone with 
Jesus. 

Now the great body of New-Testament 
readers take all this as a literal account 
of what actually happened. The disciples 
waked from their sleep, and saw these 
appearances with their bodily eyes; and 
heard with their ears the voice from the 
cloud, saying in their own language, ‘‘'This 
is my beloved Son; hear him.” ‘There are 
those, however, who regard the whole as 
a spiritual revelation. The disciples saw 
and heard through spiritual organs. It was 
the spirit of Jesus that so illumined his 
body. It was the spirit-forms of Moses 
and Elias they saw. The voice was the 
Spirit speaking in their souls. All passed 
before the disciples when they were in a 
sort of trance-state. Then there are others 
who think the whole grew out of natural 
causes. Dr. Furness supposes that it was 
a dream of Peter, occasioned by the coming 
up of a cloud, from which was a flash of 
lightning, followed by the sound of thun- 
der. All passed through his mind as he 
was awaking. He actually spoke as was 
represented, but before he was fully awake. 
When fully awake, of course, the disciples 
found themselves alone with Jesus. It was 
natural that his dream should take the di- 
rection of the thought that had so interested 
him before going to sleep. 

6. The Tabernacles. These of course 
meant nothing but tents, or booths, con- 
structed of the green branches of trees, 
such as were made for occupation during 
the Feast of Tabernacles, or for temporary 
resting-places by travellers. Those who 
accept the account of the Transfiguration 
as a literal statement of what actually trans- 
pired account for the strangeness of his sug- 
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gestion by the confusion of mind into which 
he had been thrown by the sudden awaken- 
ing to so wonderful a scene. 

7. Suggestions. Whatever the historical 
basis of the Gospel accounts of the Trans- 
figuration-scene, and whatever may be their 
full import, they are rich in beautiful sug- 
gestions. Figuratively speaking, going up 
into the mountain with Jesus is ascending 
in spiritual knowledge and experience. As 
he becomes revealed to the soul in its hours 
of high communion, the spirit that is in him 
shines forth in new glory, so that his coun- 
tenance is as the light, and all the acts of 
his life luminous. All spiritual revelations 
lead onward into the bright cloud of an 
unknown but divine glory. The voice from 
the cloud is the strong conviction in the soul 
that what has been revealed is from God. 
Building the tabernacles may denote the 
desire to remain on the mountain-top in 
earnest contemplation of the truth, rather 
than to descend into the activities of life it 
denounced. 

It is hardly possible to treat the Trans- 
figuration as an allegory, though several of 
its incidents are strongly suggestive of such 
treatment. Moses and Elias may seem alle- 
gorical characters; but not Jesus and the 
three disciples. All the natural explana- 
tions given seem to be inconclusive, and 
some of them very weak. The better way 
will be to bring out the profound spiritual 
truths that are certainly shadowed forth 
in it. 

In regard to the inability to understand 
all the incidents, let it be remembered that 
the three Evangelists vary somewhat in their 
statements, and were neither of them an 
eye-witness of what he describes. Mark is 
supposed to have derived the facts incor- 
porated in his Gospel from Peter. That is 
as near as we come to an original account. 
It seems strange that John, who is repre- 
sented as one of the three, makes no allu- 
sion to it. 


‘‘ RELIGION must be the basis and the 
top-stone of all sound education.” 
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LESSON XXXIX. 


GREATEST IN THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN. 


1. Coming of Elijah. What length of 
time was spent on the mountain is not 
stated. Probably Jesus and the three dis- 
ciples went up one day and came down the 
next. The event referred to in the last 
lesson most likely occurred in the night. 

As they came down from the mountain 
the conversation was in reference to the 
coming of Elijah. The scribes taught, and 
the Jews believed, that before the coming 
of the Messiah Elijah would return and 
restore things as they were, re-establishing 
the kingdom in readiness for the Messiah. 
Jesus had acknowledged himself the Mes- 
siah; but surely Elijah had not appeared. 
It would seem that the appearance of Elijah 
on the Mount of Transfiguration was not 
accounted as fulfilling the prophecy. Jesus 
enlightened them in regard to this. The 
coming of Elijah foretold was the coming 
of one in his spirit, —one like Elijah. As 
he proceeded, announcing that Elijah had 
appeared and delivered his message, they 
knew that he referred to John the Baptist 
as coming in the spirit of Elijah, and thus 
fulfilling the prophecy. 

2. The Dumb Lunatic. As they came 
near to the village where the rest of the 
disciples were, they found there was con- 
siderable excitement. Many persons were 
gathered about the disciples, and a few 
scribes were arguing with them excitedly. 
As soon as the people saw Jesus approach- 
ing, they hastened to him, respectfully 
saluting him. The cause of the excite- 
ment was soon made known. The disciples 
had tried to cure a dumb. lunatic, and to 
their surprise had failed. Their enemies 
took advantage of the occasion to ridicule 
their pretensions, and bring them and their 
Master into disrepute. As soon as Jesus 
had learned the particulars of the case of 
the young man whose cure the disciples had 
failed to accomplish, he wrought the cure, 
giving to them thereby a lesson in faith. 

3. Return to Galilee. Soon after, Jesu 


THE TEACHER’S GUIDE. 


returned into Galilee, still seeking privacy, 
devoting himself to the instruction of his 
disciples. Some weeks were spent in going 
from place to place in a quiet way. The 
great aim of Jesus was to familiarize the 
disciples with the fact that he, though 
the Messiah, must suffer and die for his 
cause. This was so foreign to their ideas 
of the Messiah that they could not under- 
stand him. Even the favored three who 
had gone with him up into the mountain, 
and enjoyed hours of the closest communion 
with him, and been dazzled by the glory of 
his appearance, could not understand what 
he meant by the references to his own 
death. During these weeks, Jesus sought 
to remove their Jewish prejudices, to turn 
their eyes from the things of sense to the 
things of the spirit. 

At length he reached his old home, Ca- 
pernaum. The question of the payment of 
a tax arose. It is uncertain whether it was 
a Roman tax or the temple tax. He sent 
Peter to the lake to catch a fish, whereby 
he was enabled to pay the tribute. He 
continued the instruction of his disciples at 
Capernaum, and one of the most important 
of his lessons is recorded. 

4. The Dispute. One day, as the dis- 
ciples were walking together apart from 
Jesus, they began to dispute quite ear- 
nestly with each other as to which should 
be greatest in Christ’s kingdom. Not- 
withstanding all that he had said, they 
would still persist in the notion that he was 
going to establish a great worldly king- 
dom. Their Jewish notions of the Mes- 
siah’s reign would keep their imaginations 
inflamed. It had been only a few weeks 
since they had recognized him as the Mes- 
siah, and since he had confessed to them 
that he was the Messiah. Their position had 
become a lofty one in their own estimation. 
They heard the instructions of Jesus; but, 
when by themselves, the old ideas would 
come uppermost, and pride and ambition 
work in their souls. 

This was all natural. Conceive a par- 
allel case. <A great king attaches a dozen 
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peasants and fishermen to his person, in- 
structs them in his ideas, admits them to 
the closest intimacy, bestows upon them 
certain powers, without letting them know 
who he is. But by and by it comes out 
that he is the greatest sovereign the world 
has ever known; and is to establish the 
most glorious kingdom that ever was or 
will be. What would be the effect upon 
those men? Would they not be dazzled 
and inflamed by visions of glory? The 
disciples are to be judged from their Jew- 
ish stand-point. 

No doubt Peter thought as he was the 
first to recognize the Messiahship of Jesus, 
and had enjoyed such marks of his favor, 
he should have the first place. John and 
James may have claimed that they had been 
as much favored, and, though they did not 
speak so quickly as the forward Peter, had 
the same faith. Others of the disciples 
may have put in their claims to high places. 
No doubt the rivalry among them led to 
earnest and even unkind words. Jesus 
knew there had been a disagreement, and 
circumstances revealed to him its cause. It 
was easy for him to read what was working 
in the hearts of men. They seated them- 
selves around him, when they joined him at 
the house where .he was, to listen, as was 
their wont, to his instructions. His first 
question brought the blush of shame to 
their cheeks, and greatly embarrassed them. 
It was bad enough to have got into a dis- 
pute, still worse to have to tell him the 
cause. They were silent. At length, one 
ventured to put to him the question which 
had been the rock of their stumbling, — 
«« Who, then, is greatest in the kingdom of 
heaven?” ‘The form of the question would 
seem to imply that Jesus had said some- 
thing intimating his knowledge of the sub- 
ject in dispute.. 

5. The Litile Child. As they were seated 
facing the open court, a little child was ob- 
served, engaged, perhaps, in some play, 
and so absorbed in it as to be unconscious 
of those who were near by, and unconscious 
of itself. Jesus called the child to him. It 
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was the call of a familiar voice. The child 
went into the arms where it had often 
nestled before. He placed the child in the 
midst of the disciples. It looked around 
wonderingly upon the group of men, and 
then looked up smilingly and trustfully into 
the face of Jesus. Already a sermon had 
been preached. ‘The artlessness and inno- 
cence of childhood had softened the hearts 
of the men, and rebuked their scheming 
ways and ambitious rivalries. 

Jesus then showed them the folly of 
troubling themselves about the matter in 
controversy. The desire of high place was 
proof that they had not entered the king- 
dom or even rightly conceived it. He 
spake with a grave but tender earnestness, 
‘¢ Verily, I say unto you, except ye be con- 
verted, and become as little children, ye 
shall not enter into the kingdom of heaven.” 
The important question with them was not 
one of place, but one of entrance. Within 
the kingdom such a question as had been 
propounded by them could never arise. 
The badges of distinction there were inno- 
cent love, confiding humility, unquestioned 
service. 
would be entirely unconscious of their 
greatness; for they would be there who 
made themselves least in the lowliest and 
most devoted service to others. 

This lesson, so sweet, with the little child 
there in the midst of the stern men, who, 
with all their faults, were struggling up- 
wards, and would yet be born anew, — so 
jmpressive, quickening the heart to an 
humbler and holier life even now, as we try 
to realize the scene, and get at the depths 
of the words uttered, — was entirely charac- 
teristic of Jesus, and brings out with great 
clearness the law and life of the spiritual 
kingdom. Here was truly a wisdom not of 
this world. 

6. The Teaching. The lesson has nothing 
to do with theological dogmas. Its real 
force is rather to be felt than stated. But 
this may be said: All who enter the spirit- 
tual kingdom must go with the teachable- 
ness and trustfulness of children. The 
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consciousness of God’s love, so rich, so un- 
deserved, drives out the love of self, awak- 
ens a deep and active love for all his creat- 
ures, and impels to constant service. The 
law of God’s kingdom is love. Love is 
humble. No service it can render is too 
lowly. The lower down it goes, as it 
would seem to our worldly eyes, the higher 
up it really ascends, because then it becomes 
most like the love of God, for which nothing 
is too small and mean. 

7. Receiving the Little Child in the Name 
of Jesus. Jesus began with an actual child 
before him. ‘They who enter his kingdom 
must be to that kingdom as the little child 
is to this world, Then he spake of those 
who believed in him as little children, — 
that is, in the spiritual sense. When he 
spake, therefore, of receiving the little 
child in his name, he referred to the humble 
believer. Receiving such a one into fellow- 
ship was receiving him; but rejecting one 
who believed in him, no matter how weak 
and humble a person he might be, was re- 
jecting him. Jesus thus identified himself 
with the weakest and lowliest. 


APOLOGY. 


We owe an apology to those who are using 
the ‘* Sunday-school Lessons” on time for 
the late appearance of the ‘‘ Guide.” We 
find there is a limit to what a man can do 
in a given time. Not knowing, in our own 
case, just where that limit was, we got be- 
yond it; and, of course, had to pay the 
penalty. Henceforth we hope to be wiser. 


EMPHASIS IN READING. 


A prorgssor who has paid a great deal 
of attention to reading remarked that, four 
times out of five, in hearing this passage 
of Scripture read, —‘‘ Some say that thou 
art John: the Baptist; some, Elias; and 
others, Jeremias, or one of the prophets,” 
— he observed that the emphasis was placed 
upon prophets, instead of upon one; thus 
implying that Elijah and Jeremiah were not 
prophets. 
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LESSON XXXVI.— OPINIONS CONCERNING JESUS. 


[JUNE 7.] 


“OO Lord and Master of us all! 
Whate’er our name and sign, 
We own thy sway, we hear thy call, 
We test our lives by thine.” 


SCRIPTURE 


And as Jesus was travelling near Cesarea Phil- 
ippi, he asked his disciples, Who do men say that ate 
the Son of man, am? And they answered, Some 
say, John the Baptist ; others, Elijah; and others, 
Jeremiah, or one of the Prophets. Then he said to 
them, And who do you say that Lam ? And Simon 


WHITTIER. 


READINGS. 


Peter answered, You are the Messiah, the Son of 
the living God. And Jesus said to him, Happy 
are you, Simon, son of Jonah; for this has not been 
made known to you by flesh and blood, but by my 
Father in heaven.—MarrHEw, Norton’s Trans- 
lation. 


(Marr. xvi. 13-17; Maxx viii. 27-30; LUKE ix. 18-21.] 


CENTRAL TRUTH. — Jesus the anointed, the true Son, because full of the Spirit of God. 


FOR YOUNG SCHOLARS. - 


1. Where did the conversation alluded to in 
the last lesson take place? 

2, What city did Jesus visit when he reached 
the other side of the lake? 

[Beth-sa’-i-da; sometimes called Bethsaida- 
Julias. ] 

8. Where was the Bethsaida that is most fre- 
quently alluded to in the Gospels? 

4. What is it said Jesus did while at Bethsaida- 
Julias ? 

[Restored a blind man to sight. ] 

5. Where did Jesus go with his disciples from 
Bethsaida? 

[Vo Ces-a-re’-a Phil’-ip-pi-] 

6. Where was this city situated ? 


[About twenty-five miles north of the Sea of 
Galilee, near one of the sources of the Jordan. ] 

7. As Jesus was on his way, what question did 
he ask his disciples ? 

8. Do you suppose there was much talk among 
the Jews about Jesus? 

9. What did those who seemed to believe in 
him think? 

[That he was the forerunner of the Messiah, or 
some one of the old prophets come to life again. | 

10. What did Peter say in answer to the ques- 
tion put to the disciples ? 

11. How did Jesus say that he must have 
learned this? 

12. How is it God reveals truth to us? 


FOR OLDER SCHOLARS. 


1. What is next recorded of Jesus after the 
conversation about the “ leaven”’? 

2. Give the account of restoring the blind man 
to sight as in Mark viii. 22-26. 

3. What was the next movement of Jesus? 

4. Did he seem to be still desiring privacy ? 

5. Tell the situation of, and what you can find 
out about Cesarea Philippi. 

[It was a Grecian city which Philip, the tetrarch, 
enlarged and adorned. 

6. Have you followed Jesus to any place fur- 
ther north than this? 

7. What do you know about Mount Hermon? 

8. What do you think was the motive of Jesus 


9. What sort of men were the prophets of the 
Old Testament ? 

10. Name some of the most famous of them. 

11. What did the Jews believe would happen 
before the coming of the Messiah? 

{That Elijah, Jeremiah, and perhaps others to 
the prophets, would appear. Read Malachi iv. 5; 
and 2 Maccabees xy. 12-16, in the Apocrypha. ] 

12. What did the answer made to Jesus imply 
in reference to the Messiahship ? 

13. What did Peter’s answer imply ? 

14. What was the response of Jesus, and what 
did he mean ? 

15. Ought our religious opinions to rest upon 


for asking the question he did while on the way? | the authority of men, or upon internal conviction ? 


OUTLINE FOR ADVANCED CLASSES. 


Jesus goes to Bethsaida; the cure of the blind man; privacy still sought; the journey north- 
ward; Cesarea Philippi; the purpose of Jesus in questioning his disciples; the answer; the belief in 
regard to Elijah; tradition concerning Jeremiah; Peter’s belief; the truth inwardly revealed. 
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LESSON XXXVII.—THE REPLY OF JESUS TO PETER. 


(JuNE 14.] 


« Jesus, who didst them worthy find 
To hold the keys that loose and bind; 
Our chains unbind, our sins remove, 
And raise our hearts to things above.” 


BisHoep MANT. 


SCRIPTURE READINGS. 


And Jin return say to you, that you are, as I 
have named you, a Rock, and on this rock will I 
build my church; and the gates of Hades shall not 
prevail against it. And I will give you the keys 
of the kingdom of heaven; and what you shall 


forbid on earth will be forbidden in heaven, and 
what you shall permit on earth will be permitted in 
heaven. Then he charged them to tell no one that 
he was the Messiah. — Marr. xvi. 18-20, Norton’s 
Translation. 


CENTRAL TRUTH.— The recognition of Jesus as a teacher of divine truth the foun- 
dation principle of the Christian Church; the apostles to be the receivers and dispensers 


of that truth. 


FOR YOUNG SCHOLARS. 


1. To what was the Scripture given above the 
reply? 

{To what Peter said about Jesus in the last 
lesson. 

2. Witat was the origin»l name of Peter? 

3 What name did Jesus give him? 

[Cephas (se’-fas), meaning a rock; in Greek, it 
is written Petros; in English, Peter.] 

4, What do you mean by the fouudation-stone 
of a building ? 

5. Did Jesus mean by church a building, or the 
people who were to believe in him? 

6. Who was the first to recognize him as the 
Christ of God? 

7. Did that make this apostle the beginning of 


Christ's church ? 
8. Were not the other Apostles also believers ? 


FOR OLDER 


1. What had Peter affirmed in regard to Jesus? 

2. What did Jesus aftirm in reply ? 

3. What suggested the term “rock” to Jesus? 

‘A, Think (of oo r0ck,2 a. chunchy as ecaties:: 
“keys,” to “bind,’’? to ‘‘loose,”? in their literal 
sense: are they to be thus taken in Matt. xvi. 
18, 19? 

5. The term ‘‘ church ”’ is used in three ways: 
as a building; as an organized body of believers; 
as embracing all who love and live the truth of 
God, as Jesus did. In each sense what would 
‘rock’? mean as the foundation upon which the 
church is built? 

6. In what sense was the man, Peter, the rock ? 
in what, his faith in Christ ? 

7. Taking the three different things represented 
by the word ‘‘church,”’ what in each case does 
the term “‘keys’’ of the church mean ? 

8. What did Jesus mean by giving the keys to 
Peter, or to the apostles? 


9. How was the church to grow? 

10. What is the use of a key? 

11. When you have learned to read, why may 
it be said you have the Key of Knowledge? 

12. Can it be said that whoever teaches you 
to read gives you this key ? 

13. If you want to enter your church-building 
when it is closed, to whom do you go? 

14. If you want to be received into the church 
that meets in that building, to whom do you go? 

15. If one should have the power to say whether 
you can be received or not, is it the same as if he 
had the key ? 

16. But key has a more important meaning, 
still. See if you can think what we must have 
within us, to open for us the kingdom of heaven. 

17. How was it the Apostles had the keys? 


SCHOLARS. 


9. Who now hold the keys to God's kingdom 
of truth and love? 

10. In regard to keeping rules or laws, what 
would be binding and loosing ? 

[Being held strictly to certain outward rules is 
like being bound ] 

11. The Jewish Rabbis, by their interpretations 
of the laws of Moses, bound the people to do cer- 
tain things, or freed them from doing them: who 
were to be the expounders of the law in the 
Kingdom Jesus was to establish ? 

12. What was it that would make them true 
teachers ? 

13. When are our decisions in regard to duty 
approved in heaven ? 

14. What does Hades (Ha’-des) mean? 

[Not “hell,’”? but the abode of the dead. 
die was to go into Hades. ] 

15. What did Jesus mean by the “gates of 
Hades”? not prevailing against his church ? 


To 


OUTLINE FOR ADVANCED CLASSES. 


The occasion; the prominence of Peter; the suggestion from his name; the church visible; the 
church spiritual; the rock of the spiritual church; the “gates of Hades;”’ the church to continue; 
the “keys of the kingdom of heaven;” binding and loosing; spiritual authority. 
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LESSON XXXVIII.—THE TRANSFIGURATION. 


[JUNE 21.] 


“ O Master it is good to be 
Entranced, enwrapt, alone with thee; 
And watch thy glistening raiment glow, 
Whiter than Hermon’s whitest snow; 
The human lineaments that shine 
Irradiant with a light divine: 
Till we too change from grace to grace, 
Gazing on that transfigured face.’’ 


SCRIPTURE 


And after six days Jesus taketh with him Peter 
and James and John, and leadeth them up into a 
high mountain apart by themselves; and he was 
transfigured before them. And his garments be- 
came glistening, very white, so as no fuller on earth 
can whiten. And there appeared to them Elijah 
with Moses; and they were talking with Jesus 
And Peter answering saith to Jesus, Rabbi, it is 
good for us to be here; and let us make three tents, 
one for thee, and one for Moses, and one for Elijah. 


DEAN STANLEY. 
READINGS. 


For he knew not what to answer; for they were 
struck with terror. And there came a cloud over- 
shadowing them; and a voice came out of the cloud, 
This is my beloved Son; hear him. And sud- 
denly looking round, they no longer saw any one 
but Jesus alone with themselves. And as they came 
down from the mountain, he charged them to give 
no account of what they had seen to any one, till 
the Son of man should have risen from the dead. — 
Mark, Noyes’s Translation. 


[Marr. xvii. 1-9; Mark ix. 2-9; LUKE ix. 28-36.] 


CENTRAL TRUTH. — It is to spiritual vision that the true glory of Jesus is manifest. 


FOR YOUNG SCHOLARS. 


1. What does trans-fig-u-ra/-tion mean ? 

[A change in appearance; becoming bright and 
dazzling. | 

2. How many days had elapsed after Jesus 
spoke the words of the last lesson? . 

3. What may we suppose he did during those 
davs? 

4. Whom did he take with him up into the 
mountain ? 

5. Where were the rest of the disciples? 

6. What mountain was it Jesus ascended ? 

[It is not known; as it is not stated that he had 
lett Cesarea, it is probable that he ascended one 
of the peaks of Hermon. ] 

7. What was the change in his appearance? 

8. Have you ever noticed that a person’s face 


sometimes looks dark, and sometimes seems beam- 
ing with light? : 

9. How do you account for this change in ap- 
pearance ? 

10. Do you think the spirit of Jesus would seem 
more beautiful to your spirit than his body would 
have seemed to your eyes ? 

11. If the disciples saw this vision while asleep, 
what would you call it? 

[Sometimes a person, though not asleep, is in 
snch a condition that he sees things through some 

ower of the spirit. Read in Acts x. 9-16, how 
Peter “fell into a trance.’’ | 

12. What do you think the transfiguration was ? 

13. How will Jesus become transfigured to you 
and shine as a heavenly light? 


FOR OLDER SCHOLARS. 


1. What kind of a change does transfiguration 
express ? 

The word in itself would express any change 
in form; but the scene described in the present 
lesson will show the sense in which it is generally 
used. 

2. What disciples did Jesus select, and why? 

8. What do you imagine they did after ascend- 
ing the mountain ? 

4. Do you think Jesus confided most in these 
three, and let them most into his purposes? 

5. How would this affect them in their feeling 
towards him? 

6. May we think that he talked with them con- 
cerning Moses and the prophets, and himself? 


7. Can you conceive how exalting such hours 
of friendly conversation must have been? 

8. Describe the vision that came to the dis- 
ciples. 

9. In what state were the disciples? 

10. What was Peter led to say? 

11. What did he mean by that? 

12. How do you conceive of the cloud that en- 
veloped them, and the voice that was heard ? 

18. Have you noticed how things about you 
change, as your spirit changes ? 

14. May the spiritual exaltation of the disciples 
have had any thing-to do with their vision? 

15. Is there any reason for thinking this account 
of the transfiguration an allegory ? 


OUTLINE FOR ADVANCED CLASSES, 


The six days; the mountain; the chosen three; the communing with Jesus; the spiritual ex- 
altation of the disciples; the luminous appearance of Jesus; Moses and Elijah; Peter’s request; the 
cloud; the voice; import of the whole scene; considered as an allegory. 
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LESSON XXXIX. — GREATEST IN KINGDOM OF HEAVEN. 


[JUNE 28.] 


SUNDAY-SCHOOL LESSONS. 


“O that I as a little child 
May follow thee and never rest, 
Till sweetly thou hast breathed a mild 
And lowly mind into my breast.” 


SCRIPTURE READINGS. 


And they came to Capernaum; and having come 
into the house, he asked them, About what were 
ye disputing on the road ? But they were silent: 
for on the road they had been disputing with one 
another who was greatest. And sitting down, 
he called the twelve, and saith to them, If any one 
desire to be first, he will be last of all and ser- 
vant of all.—_MARK. 

At that time the disciples came to Jesus, saying, 


Who then is greatest in the kingdom of heaven? 
And he called a child to him, and set him in the 
midst of them, and said, Truly do I say to you, Un- 
less ye are changed,and become as children, ye 
will not enter the kingdom of heaven. Whoever 
therefore shall humble himself as this child, he 
is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven, and who- 
ever receiveth one such child in my name receiveth 
me.—Marrurw, Noyes’s Translation. 


(Marv. xviii. 1-5; MARK ix. 33-37; LUKE ix. 46-48.] 


CENTRAL TRUTH.— The entrance into the kingdom of heaven is through a loving 
heart and a humble acceptance of divine truth; the greatest there are those who most 


lose themselves in loving service. 


FOR YOUNG SCHOLARS. 


1. As Jesus came down from the mountain, 
what did he talk about with the three ? 

[About the coming of Elijah as the forerunner 
of the Messiah. | 

2. Who did he say had come as Elijah? 

[John the Baptist. ] 

3. As they came to where the disciples were, 
what did they see? 

{A great multitude of people, and among them 
scribes who were disputing with the disciples. ] 

4. What did Jesus find had occurred? , 

[The disciples had tried to cure a lunatic that 
was dumb, but could not. ] 

5. After Jesus had wrought the cure, what did 
he say was the reason that they could not? 

[Because they had not faith enough. ] 


FOR OLDER 


1. What led to the question (Matt. xvii. 10) 
about Elijah? 

[There was a difficulty. If Jesus was the Mes- 
siah, why had not Elijah appeared | 

2. What was the answer of Jesus { 

3. Where, and in what circumstances, did Jesus 
find the disciples he had left ? 

[Probably in Cesarea Philippi, or in some 
neighboring village, Mark ix. 14-29.] 

4, What transpired upon the arrival of Jesus? 

5. What was the next movement of Jesus ? 

6. What dispute arose among his disciples ? 

7. What circumstances can you think of, that 
might have led to this dispute ? 

8. How did the knowledge of it come to Jesus? 

9. What was their conduct when he inquired 
in regard to what had taken place? 


6. After this, where did Jesus go with his dis- 
ciples ? 

7. What dispute arose among the disciples one 
day as they were walking together? 

8. When Jesus asked them about it, why do 
you suppose they were at first silent ? 

9. But afterwards did they try to get Jesus to 
settle the dispute that had arisen? 

10. What did he do? and what did he say? 

11. Why did the disciples need to be changed 
in character ? 

[They wanted high places for themselves. | 

12. In what do you think Jesus wanted the 
disciples to be like little children ? 

13. What, that is natural to you in your 
childhood, must you keep as you grow older? 


SCHOLARS. 


10. In what way did he answer the question 
put to him? 

11. How was this a rebuke to the disciples ? 

12. In what respects were they to become like 
little children ? 

[Think of the love, trust, simplicity, humility, 
teachableness of little children. ] 

13. Why is the change in character he inti- 
mated necessary to entrance into the kingdom 
of heaven ? 

14. Who will become greatest there ? 

15. When Jesus speaks of receiving “one such 
child,” does he mean literally a child, or any 
person who receives his teachings in a child-like 
spirit ? 

16. What does the remark he made in this con- 
nection imply ?, 


OUTLINE FOR ADVANCED CLASSES. 


The conversation on the way from the mountain; the disciples and the dumb lunatic; the cure; 
the conversation afterwards; Jesus again at Capernaum; the controversy among the disciples; the 
method of Jesus in settling it; the humility and trustfulness of childhood; entrance into the kingdom 
of heaven; greatness there; receiving the humble disciple. ¥ 


